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THE LIBRARY IN THE CENTRAL BUILDING
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON,

SOUTH KENSINGTON, S.W.

General Account, Rules and Regulations.

The Library in the Central Building of the University of

London at South Kensington contains about 75,000 volumes
and pamphlets, and consists of two main branches, the

General Library and the Goldsmiths’ Company’s Library of

Economic Literature which was collected by Professor Herbert
Somerton Foxwell.

General Library.

The General Library consists of special collections and a

number of standard books of reference on various subjects,

chiefly chosen on account of their rarity, cost, or general

inaccessibility to students.

Grote Library. The first of these special collections is

the library of the late George Grote who played so large a

part in the early history and politics of the University of

London. It was bequeathed to the University by a codicil

to his will dated May 9th, 1871. The bequest was subject to

any selection or disposition of the books which might be
made by Mrs Grote during her life, but the greater number
of them was at once transferred by her to the University.
They consist mainly of Latin and Greek classics and books
on history, and Dumber in all about 5,000 volumes and
pamphlets. The classical side of the Library was subse-

quently supplemented by the donation from Sir Julian
Goldsmid of £1,000, for the special purpose of purchasing
Greek and Latin books.

De Morgan Library. The second special collection is the

library of mathematical and astronomical books formerly be-

longing to the late Augustus De Morgan, which was purchased
in its entirety by Lord Overstone and presented by him to the

University “ as a testimony of his appreciation of the service
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which that body has rendered to the extension and improve-
ment of education in all its branches throughout the United
Kingdom, and in the hope that it may prove the first fruits
of a library which shall ere long become in all respects such
as the University of London ought to possess.”

De Morgan was a true bibliophile and surrounded himself,
as far as his limited means allowed, with rare and curious
books, which he purchased at a bargain on secondhand
bookstalls. He revelled in the mysteries of colophons,
title-pages, water-marks and the like, and treated biblio-
graphy as an important and exact science. As he himself
wrote, “the most worthless book of a bygone day is a

record worthy of preservation
; like a telescopic star,

its obscurity may render it unavailable for most purposes ;

but it serves, in hands which know how to use it, to

determine the place of more important bodies.” His
library consists of about 4,000 volumes and pamphlets,
and includes a considerable number of rare and valuable
books. It contains, for instance, the first edition of the
Greek text of Euclid, the first five printed Euclids (Latin
version of Campanus), the first work on astronomy pub-
lished in French, the first printed edition of the Alphonsine
Tables, the first folio of Gilbert’s De Magnete, the first

and second editions of Copernicus’s De Revolution ibus,

early calendars and almanacs, the first two editions of the

second printed work on algebra, one of the earliest printed

treatises dealing with the subject of the Je .vs and usury,

specimens of stamped binding by Robert Way of Oxford and
Michael Harmensz of Utrecht, several Incunabula and early

English books, all in beautiful condition. Mention should
also be made of Jonathan Hulls’s Description and draught of
a new invented machine for carrying vessels or ships out of or

into any harbour, port, or river, against wind and tide, or

in a calm, printed at Loudon in 1737, a pamphlet which
is so rare that its existence has even been called in question.

It is of especial interest in that it establishes for this country

the honour of the first practical attempt to employ steam in

propelling a vessel in water. De Morgan’s books are full of

bibliographical notes and marginal annotations, some of

which occasionally launch out abruptly into personalities.

Shaw-Lefevre Library. In 1880 a small library, chiefly of

Russian books, collected by Sir John George Shaw-Lefevre,

was presented by Lady Shaw-Lefevre. It contains a copy of

the rare first Russian translation of the Vicar of Wakefield,

printed at Moscow in 178G.

Physiological Laboratory Departmental Library. A
Departmental Library of reference books on Physiology has

been established in connection with the Physiological
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Laboratory of the University. These are provided mainly

for students working in the Laboratory, but other readers

may consult them there, if they are not in use, on applica-

tion at the Library.

Bibliographical Department. There is also a reference

section of bibliographies, the function of which is to furnish

the specialist with information as to the range of the subject-

matter with which he has to deal, and to provide students

with bibliographical guides from which they can learn what
books they ought to consult for the information sought in

particular branches of study. It also aims at putting at

their disposal, as far as possible, the catalogues of the various

libraries to which they may repair in order to consult the

books required.

Education Department. Another section of the Library is

devoted to works on education, including a selection of the
more important educational periodicals. Some handsomely
bound books in this department were presented by the
College de France on the occasion of their visit to the
University of London in 1906.

Theses. By order of the Senate, theses presented by
successful candidates for the higher degrees of the University
are deposited in the Library, and are open for public reference.

Persons desirous of referring to them are required to sign
their names in a Register kept in the Reading Room for the
purpose. The Library also contains about 6,000 theses of

other Universities.

Periodicals. The General Library subscribes annually to

several periodicals
; current numbers may not be removed

from the Reading Room without express permission of the

Librarian. The University Gazette is available for reference
in the Reading Room.

Special Donations. Besides the special collections which
were presented to the Library, the University has received
donations from the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s
Treasury, the Secretary of State for India, the Trustees of

the British Museum, the Smithsonian Institution, the Library"

of Congress, Washington, the late Earl Granville, the late

Right Hon. Robert Lowe (Viscount Sherbrooke), Lord
Avebury, the Earl of Crawford and others, and also books
from the Libraries of the late Sir Richard Quain and Pro-
fessor James Martineau. Frequent gifts are received from
authors, universities, libraries, institutions, societies, public
departments, and others interested in the welfare of the
Library.



Goldsmiths’ Library of Economic Literature.
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same date. Two days later the library waB bought by the

Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths for £10,000, and in 1903

it was presented to the University. The collection was thus

retained for the country whose economic history it had been
designed to illustrate. The Company has since made con-

siderable gifts to the Library both in the form of books,

binding, bookcases and furniture, and further, has con-

tributed £200 per annum for five years for the purchase of

desiderata, of which it is an open secret that Professor

Foxwell has compiled a list as large as the original collection

itself. This increases the total amount of the Goldsmiths’

Company’s benefaction to a little over £15,000.

Provenance. Owing to agricultural depression and other

well-known causes, the period from 1875 onwards was
distinguished for the number of old and famous libraries

brought to the hammer. Professor Foxwell was thus able

to put under contribution the libraries of a great number of

celebrated statesmen, economists and social reformers,

amongst whom may be mentioned the Duke of Portland,

the Duke of Wellington, Sir Robert Peel, the Earl of

Radnor, Gibson Craig, Sir Robert Gunning, Lord Jersey,

Lord Ashburton, Speaker Onslow, the Earl of Sunderland,
the Duke of Buccleuch, Lord fiopetoun, Lord Ripon, the
Earl of Granville, the Earl of Lauderdale, the Earl of

Egmont, George Chalmers, Rogers Ruding, Lord Monteagle
(Chancellor of the Exchequer), the Duke of Sussex, the
Duke of Cambridge, Lord Metcalfe, Viscount Bruce of

Ampthill, Adam Smith, Cobbett, Ricardo, Bonamy Price,

Quetelet, Arthur Young, Cliffe-Leslie, Hyde Clarke, Victor
Considerant, Patrick Colquhoun, Francis Baring, William
Allen, Richard Oastler, Samuel Kydd, Samuel Smiles,
Robert Chambers, Michael Sadler, William Lovett, Cornelius
Walford, Capelle, Gardyne, &c.

Special Donations. Special gifts have been received from
the Royal Agricultural Society, Dr Cunningham, Mr Henry
Higgs of the Treasury, Mr and Mrs Sidney Webb, Madame
J. B. Andre Godin, Sir Guilford Molesworth, Sir Walter
Prideaux, and others.

Special Features. Where bibliographical rarities are so
numerous it is manifestly impossible within the limits of
this pamphlet to pass in review even those of more general
interest

; full justice to the collection can only be done
by a detailed bibliographical catalogue. The Goldsmiths’
Library includes Richard Oastler’s own collection of tracts

on factories, and a valuable set of Factory Commission and
similar reports, now very scarce, which were exhibited at

the Health Exhibition. It also contains portraits of econo-
mists, views of institutions, bank notes, autograph letters of
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economists and statesmen, original Acts of Parliament of
special economic interest, a large number of broadsides, and
a collection of 1,500 political publications. In 1906 the
Sabatier Collection was acquired, containing about 1,000
pieces upon French monetary history, particularly upon the
revolutionary period.

The strong points of the collection are as follows :

—

(1.) The history of economic thought, which so far as

England is concerned is practically complete. It is very
full also in respect of the French economists before and
during the Revolution ; there is a representative
collection of American economists, and a fair repre-
sentation of economic thought in all the Western
Countries of Europe.

(2.) The history of socialism and social movements,
of labour and the poor law, and the condition of the
people generally.

(3.) The history of money and banking. This section

is fairly exhaustive and includes the rise of private

banks, of the great national banks, and of the joint stock
banks, together with the controversies and legislation

relating thereto
;
also the change of Standard in 1816,

the Bank suspension, the bullion controversy, the Act
of 1844, the history of prices, international monetary
policy, conferences and their reports, &c.

(4.) The early history of trade, the Guilds and
Companies ; the growth of the Colonies, colonial trade,

East Indian and American trade ;
commercial law and

practice, railways and canals.

It may be added that those interested in local history will

find in the Library books or tracts printed in almost every

part of the British dominions at home or abroad.

Periodicals. The Goldsmiths’ Library possesses several

valuable sets of economic peiiodicals and academic publica-

cations. The following is a list of those which are in

progress :—Bankers’ Magazine, Board of Trade Journal,

Charity Organisation Review, Economic Journal, Economic

Review, The Economist, L’Economiste Europeen, L’Econo-

miste Frangais, Journal of the Institute of Bankers, Journal

of the Statistical Society, Political Science Quarterly,

Quarterly Journal of Economics, Reformers’ Year Book,

Reports of the British Association for the Advancement of

Science, Revue d’Economie Politique, Royal Agricultural

Society’ s Journal, The Statist, Stock Exchange Official

Intelligence, Zeitschrift fur die gesammte Staatswissenschaft.

Catholicity of the Collection. As far as possible, all sides

in a controversy find due representation in the Library, and

Professor Foxwell’s object has been to make the collection



9

truly representative and historical. If he has shown any
partiality, it has been in his desire to put in evidence the

scanty and obscure literature which gives a clue to the

opinions of the almost unrepresented masses of the people—
literature which will probably have for future ages a very

special and pathetic interest. The object has been to mirror

opinions, not to judge them. It therefore differs widely

from such a collection as that of McCulloch, who excluded,

with rare exceptions, all books which did not come up to his

standard of orthodoxy.

Condition of the Books. Books on trade, finance, and
social history, which were not considered to be “ literature

”

until recent times, are in most libraries in bad condition,

both internally and externally. Those in the Goldsmiths’
Library are for the most part picked copies. Many of the

volumes are presentation copies to the statesmen and mag-
nates from whose libraries the books were bought. Many
are in sumptuous English and French morocco bindings of

the 17th and 18th centuries, of which a selection was chosen
for exhibition by the Fine Arts Club a few years ago. The
18th century French economic books, which are largely

represented, are for the most part in the original French gilt

calf and in first-rate condition. In numerous instances the

Library possesses the author’s own copy of his publication,

and in some cases his corrected proofs for a second edition.

Catalogues and Classification.

The Reading Room card catalogue contains author entries

of all the books in the General Library, and accessions are

incorporated in it as soon as the cards can be prepared.

There are also special card catalogues of the Physiological
Laboratory Departmental Library, and of Theses presented
by successful candidates for the higher degrees of the

University, the latter arranged under authors and facul-

ties. A printed hand-catalogue of the General Library till

1897, with short author entries and an alphabetico-classed

index and supplements for the years 1899 and 1900 can be
purchased for 2s. net on application at the Library, or can be
sent to any address on receipt of a postal order covering that

sura and the |cost of postage. It is an abbreviation of the

Library Catalogue prepared by Mr Nichols of the British

Museum, and published in 1876, together with the addition
of books acquired since that date. Copies have been deposited
in the Libraries of the affiliated Colleges and Schools, and of

other educational institutions, where they may be consulted.

Classified lists of accessions are published quarterly in the

University Gazette
,
and so far as the stock of separate copies

allows, may be had on application at the Library. A list of

bibliographies which are available for consultation in the
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Library has also been prepared, and copies can be obtained
in the Reading Room. A bibliographical catalogue of the
rare and early printed books in the De Morgan Collection,
as well as special catalogues of the Goldsmiths’ Library are
in course of preparation.

The new system of classification in the General Library is

expansive
; it is devised from a consideration of the par-

ticular conditions of the Library, and aims at convenient
sequence of the various classes, and simplicity of designa-
tion. Classes are denoted by a capital letter or double letter,

and sub-classes by the combination of a numeral in ordinary
sequence. General works on a subject are indicated by
the addition of 0

; histories of a subject are indicated by
the prefix of C. Geographical and language divisions are
denoted by small letters. Provision for insertion of future
groups is made by letters and numbers as yet unused, and
the use of decimals.

The main classes are as follows :

—

A. Theology.
B. Philosophy.
C. History.

D. Topography.
E. Geography.
F. Biography.
G. Archaeology and Arts.

H. Law.
L Economics and Political

Science.

K. Education.
L. Mathematics.
M. Astronomy, Meteorology

and Physical Geography.
N. General Science and

Physics.

O. ElectricityandMagnetism.
P. Chemistry.
Q. General Natural History.
R. Geology & Palaeontology.
S. Biology.

T. Botany.
Y. Zoology.
X. Medicine.
Y. Engineering.
Z. Agriculture & Technology.
AA. Philology.

BB. Literature.

CC. Bibliography.
DD. General Works and Poly-

graphy.

The main purpose of the classification of the Goldsmiths’
Library is to illustrate the gradual development of economic
science, and to facilitate historical and comparative research.

Books before 1800 are arranged chronologically ; after 1800
certain subjects have separate chronological arrangements in

special cases. Long sets and periodicals will generally be
found on the top shelves and in the gallex’ies.

Access to the shelves is allowed in company with the

Librarian or one of his assistants. It is hoped thereby to

enhance the value of the Library to Readers using it, and
to make it easier for them to find the books that best answer
their requirements.
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Rules and Regulations.

I .—Rules for the use of the General Library.

1. The General Library shall be open on Mondays, Wednes-
days, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

2. The General Library shall be closed on Good Friday
and Christmas Day and the six days next following, Bank
Holidays, and at such times as the Senate may appoint or

the Principal intimate to the Librarian.

3. Every Member of the Senate, every Graduate, every
Undergraduate who has passed the Examination next
following the Matriculation Examination in any Faculty,

every Examiner or Assistant Examiner for the time being,

every appointed or recognised Teacher, every Official of the
University, and every Student recommended in writing by
a Teacher of the University as a fit and proper person to use
the Library for a definite course of study, shall have
personal admission to the Library

;
and every Member of

the Senate shall be entitled to the privilege of introducing
strangers by written order, such order remaining in force
for three calendar months from the date thereof.

4. Every person using the Library shall be required on
entering the room to write his name and address in a book
provided for the purpose.

5. Readers may not write upon, damage, turn down the

leaves of, or make any mark upon any printed book or

manuscript belonging to the Library ; nor may they lay the

paper on which they are writing upon any book or manu-
script. The erasure of any mark or note in any printed
book or manuscript is strictly prohibited.

6. Every person shall return the books he has been using
to one of the Library Assistants.

7. Conversation, loud talking and smoking are strictly

prohibited.

8. No printed book or manuscript, print, map, or drawing,
shall be taken out of the Library except under the conditions
specified in the regulations in Section II. below.

9. The titles of new books, &c., added to the Library by
purchase or gift shall be printed quarterly in the “ Gazette,”
(a brief description only being given in the case of very
large gifts, if space for full lists is not available).
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10. The Librarian shall be responsible to the Library
Committee for the observance of the rules

; and he shall
be authorised to exclude from the privileges of the Library
any person infringing the same or acting in any such way
as to interfere with the convenience of other persons
using the Library or with the ordinary work of the
University

; provided that the particulars of every such case
be reported to the Library Committee at their next meeting.

II.

—

Rules and Conditions upon which Books may be
taken out of the General Library.

1. Members of the Senate, Members of Convocation,
Examiners for the time being, the Principal, the three
Registrars and Teachers of the University, shall have the
privilege of borrowing books from the Library, subject to
the following conditions and restrictions :

—

a. No person shall be allowed to borrow more than
six volumes at one time

; and no book shall be removed
from the Library until a receipt in the form provided
for this purpose shall have been filled up by the
borrower and delivered to the Librarian.

b. No dictionary or other work of reference, no rare

book or book containing valuable engravings, no book
with loose plates or maps, and no unbound or uncata-
logued book shall be taken out of the Library

; and the
Librarian shall place a distinguishing mark in the
Catalogue against the titles of those books which cannot
be borrowed, and shall, subject to the directions of the

Library Committee, have power to decline to issue any
particular book.

c. Every person borrowing a book from the Library is

required to return it not later than three calendar months
from the time when it was taken out

;

and must return

it at the end of a fortnight from the date of issue, if

required to do so by the Librarian. Any person who
has kept a book for three months and requires to retain

it for a longer period shall give notice to the Librarian

of his intention to do so ;
and the Librarian shall, upon

receipt of the notice, re-enter the book as being taken

out afresh, unless it be required by anyone else.

d. Every person taking a book out of the Library

shall be responsible for its safe custody until its return
;

and, in the event of any loss or injury thereto, shall

either replace the book or pay such compensation as

may be fixed by the Library Committee.

e. Any person failing to return a book which has

been called in (under Rule 1. c) ;
or retaining it beyond
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the maximum limit of three months ;
or allowing any

compensation clue in respect of loss or injury to works
while in his possession to remain unpaid, shall be liable

to be suspended from the privileges of the Library, and,

if suspended, shall not be allowed either to use the

Reading-Room or borrow books unless and until he be
reinstated by order of the Library Committee.

/. No book shall be sent by post from the Library by
the Librarian, or to the Library by any person who has
borrowed a book, unless it be registered ; and all postal

and registration fees shall be paid by the person by
whom the book has been borrowed. The Librarian is,

however, empowered to decline to give out books to

anyone other than the Reader applying in person, should
he see reason.

2. All Graduates of the University who are not Members
of Convocation, all Undergraduate Members of the

University, and any other persons desirous of using the

Library for purposes of literary research, shall, subject to

these Rules, be admitted to the privilege of borrowing
books from the Library upon producing a recommendation
signed by a Member of the Senate or by two persons who
must be Members of Convocation or Teachers of the
University.

3. Such recommendation shall be in the form provided
for the purpose ; and the persons by whom it is signed shall

be jointly and severally responsible, with the person
recommended, for the safe custody of the books which shall

be taken out by virtue thereof, and for any loss or injury
which may occur to the books while in the possession of the
person whom they have introduced.

4. All recommendations for the use of the Library shall

remain in force only until the 31st of December in the
current year ; and all books which have been taken out
under them shall be returned to the Library previously to

that date.

5. A Register shall be kept of all books lent, of the name
and address of the borrower, and of the date at which any
book is taken out and returned.

6. No book shall be taken out of the United Kingdom.

7. The Librarian shall answer inquiries by post as to

whether any particular book or books be in the Library, if

the title be written on an addressed postcard or a stamped
addressed envelope be enclosed.
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III .—Rules for the use of the Goldsmiths' Company's
Library of Economic Literature.

•

1. The Goldsmiths’ Library shall be open on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

2. The Goldsmiths’ Library shall be closed on Good
Friday and Christmas Day and the six days next following,
Bank Holidays, and at such times as the Senate may appoint.
The University retains the right of reserving the Goldsmiths’
Library on certain days for the exclusive admission of
students and persons nominated by the Goldsmiths’
Company.

3. The Goldsmiths’ Library is restricted to purposes of
research and reference, and on no condition can any book,
print or manuscript be removed from the rooms in which the
Library is housed.

4. Access to the Library can only be obtained after appli-

cation in writing to the Librarian. Such applications must
specify the profession or business and the place of abode
of the applicant : they must be made at least two days
before admission is required, and must be accompanied by a

recommendation bearing the signature and full address of a

householder of recognised position, whose address can be
identified from the ordinary sources of reference, certifying

from personal knowledge that the applicant will make proper

use of the Library.

5. If such application or recommendation be unsatisfactory,

the Librarian shall withhold admission, and submit the case

to the Library Committee.

6. No tracing shall be allowed to be made without express

permission of the Librarian.

7. Otherwise the Goldsmiths’ Library is subjected to the

same rules and conditions as those specified above.

N.B.—It is earnestly requested that any Reader observing

a defect in or damage to any book or manuscript will point

out the same to the Librarian.

The Library is housed in the suite of rooms on the north

side of the principal corridor, and is provided with two
Reading Rooms, one for the use of University Students, and

the other for persons consulting the Goldsmiths’ Library.
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The administration of the General Library and the Gold-
smiths’ Library in the Central Building of the University
at South Kensington is under the Goldsmiths’ Librarian, to

whom all communications respecting their use should be
addressed.

Reginald A. Rye,

Goldsmiths’ Librarian.
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